Inian Islands Institute
P.O. Box 225
Gustavus, AK 99826

Inian Islands Institute Homesteading Residency
Announcement & Call for Applicants
Summary
Inian Islands Institute (Inian), a field school based at a remote homestead in Southeast
Alaska locally known as the Hobbit Hole, seeks a couple or two-person team with a timetested, positive relationship for a homesteading residency of three (3) years. Living on-site
year-round, the residents will be responsible for maintaining this off-grid, 5-acre property
and all equipment in excellent condition, participating in collection of scientific data, hosting
student groups, and advancing Inian’s mission. In return, the residents will be apprenticed
to local experts in the homesteading arts including wide-ranging practical skills and
subsistence, and will receive annual compensation of $35,000 plus room and board. Strong
priority will be given to couples seeking to acquire the necessary skills and savings to create
a self-sufficient life for themselves in Southeast Alaska, deeply connected to its fertile lands
and waters.
Please note that because availability and start-dates of applicants are yet to be
determined, we also welcome applicants for a short-term homesteading residency this
summer, May – September 2018.
Inian Islands Institute
Inian is a field school founded on five
guiding principles: Education, Science,
Community, Sustainability, and Traditional
Ecological Knowledge. We bring student
groups for field-based courses in the
environmental sciences, conduct scientific
study, and welcome community members
for events in this beautiful, wild setting.
Our mission is to connect people deeply to
each other and the natural world, and to
educate and inspire rising scientists,
conservationists, and thought leaders.

Inian Islands Institute

Inian Islands Institute Homesteading Residency Program
Our homesteading residents will live the profound joys and challenges of rustic
Southeast Alaska. This is among the most remote, wild, and unforgiving regions in North
America, providing a rare opportunity for near-absolute isolation, particularly during the
five or more winter months. There are no roads, and travel by boat or seaplane is a serious
enterprise due to distance and inclement weather.
The solitude and beauty of this place will offer our residents a rare chance for insights
into the natural world and their place within it. They will face fundamental living: keeping
warm, gardening and harvesting wild foods, servicing off-grid water and power systems,
and maintaining buildings and boats in an isolated maritime setting. While gaining these
skills and living this life, they will serve students, scientists, and community members of all
walks of life, especially during regular student courses throughout the summer months.
We see our homesteading residency as core to our mission – building community, and
disseminating the skills and values of subsistence and self-sufficiency. The skills and
earnings acquired over three years at Inian Islands Institute will serve our residents in
founding self-sufficient lives at residency’s end, ideally in a community of Southeast Alaska.
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Compensation
Homesteading residents will receive annual compensation of $35,000, plus free lodging
and a generous stipend for food, supplies, and travel to nearby communities.
Responsibilities
Residents will live on-site year-round, with one month annual vacation time (negotiable).
• Surveil and maintain all Institute properties in excellent condition, including buildings,
equipment, dockage and boats, lawn and garden, and water, power, heat, and waste systems
• Operate machinery, equipment and boats as necessary for duties
• Work with and assist other staff with major maintenance and construction projects
• Communicate regularly with Inian’s director about programs and maintenance needs
• Assist staff as needed with Inian’s programs, including cooking and cleaning
• Assist in advancing Inian’s scientific goals, including journaling, data collection, and
maintaining scientific hardware
Qualifications
Homesteading skills that our residents do not arrive with can be taught through
apprenticing to local experts, including an overlap period with outgoing homesteading
residents. Nevertheless, a base level of outdoor and practical competency is a crucial
starting point (see application below). A deep desire to gain these skills, and a deep
devotion to the mission of Inian Islands Institute, are paramount.
The ideal candidates will show many of the following qualities:
• Problem-solving abilities, good communication & interpersonal skills, attention to detail,
ability to work alone or as part of a team for extended periods of time, adaptability to an
extremely isolated location for extended periods, tolerance for endless bouts of foul
weather, flexibility to changing circumstances, levelheadedness, and trustworthiness
Application
Please write an essay (~2 pages)
explaining how this residency serves
you on your personal journey and
your long-term intention to build a
life in Southeast Alaska, and how your
background and experience serves
Inian in our mission to connect
people to each other and the natural
world, maintain the legacy of this
special homestead, and educate and
inspire rising scientists and thought
leaders. Please include your
experience and interest in the
following skills: basic motor
mechanics, chain saws, carpentry,
Map of Southeast Alaska, with Glacier Bay National
ocean boating, gardening/farming,
Park in white, Tongass National Forest in green, and
organizing meals for large groups,
the Inian Islands shown by an orange star
environmental education, and
scientific data collection.
Send your essay, along with a resume and letter of recommendation, to Inian director
Zach Brown by March 31, 2018. For more information or to apply, please contact Zach
Brown at zwbrown@inianislandsinstitute.org or 907-697-2210.

